1 apes Played in Court Link 
Garrison to Bribery Scheme 
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Former Police Chief Is 
Also Mentioned 

By JOHN MCMILLAN 
ar.d DON HUGHES 
Taped conversations be- 
tween government infor- 
mer Pershing Gervais and 
former New Orleans Police 
Department Capt, Fred- 
erick Soule Sr., played asi 
evidence in U.S, District! 
Court here Tuesday, direct-j 
ly linked Dist. Atty. Jim! 
Garrison to a complex brib- 1 
bery scheme designed to j 
prevent crackdowns on il-j 
legal pinball gambling in[ 
New Orleans, 

The tapes, which the 
prosecution says were 
made by the Internal 
Revenue Service with co- 
operation of Gervais, 
came at the beginning of 
I the second week of the 
j trial which ?s expected to ; 

\ last two to three more 
| weeks, 

\ Former Police Sunt. Joseph 1. 
Giarrusso was mentioned in the! 
Soulc-Gervais tarod conversa-j 
lions as having had a connec- 
tion with plnba'l dealers. 

It was the first lime the for- 
mer superintendents name was 
publicly brought into the case. 

His brother, present Police 
Supt. Clarence B. Giarr^sso, 
was mentioned, too, but Soule 
| said in court that he had no 
jpart in the scheme, 
i And Mayor Moon Landricu 
! was said in one of the conversa- 
tions to be “having scmecne 
[protect TAG,” 

; Garrison is on trial in 

i Cent. In S ec, 1 , Page 2, Coi, 1 

. court of Judge Herbert W. 
t-hristonberry along with Rob- 
ert E. Nims, owner of REN 
. Enterprises; and John Aruns 
Gallery, a former partner in 
New Orleans Novelty Co., on 
charges of bribery and con- 
spiring to obstruct enforce- 
ment of state anti-gambling 
- laws. 
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Others charged in the same 
federal indictment but who later 
pleaded guilty or had their 
trials severed were Soule; for- 
mer police Sgt. Robert Frey; 
and pinball operators John 
Elmo Pierce, Louis Boasberg, 
Harby Marks Jr., Lawrence La- 
garde Sr. and John Elms Jr, 

The tapes, played Tuesday for 
the first time in court, were ad- 
mitted into evidence after testi- 
mony last week by Lk Ernest 
Nash of the Michigan State Po 
, lice. 

-One of only 10 voice print ex- 
perts in the nation, Lt, Nosh 
testified that he analyzed scores 
of recordings brought to him by^ 
IBS agents from New Orleans, 
compared them on a spccto- 
graph with known tape recorded 
voices of defendants in the case, 
and determined positively that 
the voices were the same. 

In a face-to-face conversation 
which allegedly took place at 
the Fontainebleau Motor Hotel 
Feb. 11, 1371, between Gervais 
and Soule, the following taped 
exchange was played to the 
court: 

; Gervais; “You know 1 can’t 
; bring, I would take it, bat I | 
; can't bring to Garrison 

■ for two months. He will bit 
:nie in the * *.* bead with a 
; chair.” 

; Soule: “Thai's right. Yenh, 
right.” 

- Gervais; “First thing he's 
going to think is X stole some; 
money,” 

■ The tapes, littered with pro- 
fanities from both con ver sants, 
were played unr douched to the 
court, according to the prosecu- 
tion, headed by U.S* Attorney 
Gerald J, Gallmghouse, 

. A later portion of that same 
conversation went: 

Soule: “You going to Mt 
him too, because I'm going to, 
to deal through you, you gen- 
ua do the dealing . * - AH T 
want is five for me and five 
for Frey, that's a thousand a 
month, whatever you tax him, 
that will be ihc vax, hell ei- 
ther meet it or we, nobody 
idoes any business.” 


1 Gervais: "Yeah, well, Fin 
going to tell you, a lot of peo- 
ple, you know, you ain't silly, 
you know I got to bring that 
... to the Giant, so I got to get 
him with enough, I can't , , - 
: Asked by Gal ling house who 
was “the Giant” referred to in 
{he conversation, Soule stated 
Irom the witness stand: “Mr. 
4im Garrison. I think many 
people refer to him as ‘The 
Giant' or The Jolly Green 
Giant 11 ' 

lAlso during that conversation, 
names “Bill A 1 f o r d” and 
V Gates” were brought up. 

' Soule testified that “Bill Al- 
ford” mentioned in passing was 
former Asst. Dist. Atty. William 
Alford, and “Cates” was former 
police Capt. Sidney Cates, but 
added that to his knowledge nei- 
ther Alford nor Cates had any 
knowledge of the bribery 
scheme. 

1 In a n o t h e r Gervais-Soule 
meeting, recorded at the Fon- 
tainebleau March 2, the 
tw r o were discussing bribery I 
amounts and an alleged pay- 
off from Gervais to Garrison, . 
Following is a portion of that i 
' conversation's transcript: 

Gervais: "A thousand a 
month, that's ridiculous really 

" a 

■ Soule: “ft. it ain't no use, lis- 
ten, it ain’t no use — ” 

' Gervais: “Listen, you know 

\ Soule: “Fooling with it for 
l less than that,” 

; Gervais: “You see that enve-| 
lope you give me?” 

Soule; “Yeah.” 

■ Gervais: “Well, I brought it 
llo Garrison/’ 

: Soule; “Yeah.” 

Gervais; “He just snatched 
it out of my . . . hand/’ 

Soule: “Yeah, 1 can under- 
stand/* 

Gervais: “But I think he 
thinks I got, I got money and I 
didn't want to tell. . . /' 

Soule: “Yeah, right.” 

Gervais: “Him I didn't get 
nothing. . . /’ 

Soule: “Yeah, right.” 

Gervais: “Because he might 
have said no.” 

Soule: “I know he — that 
poor . . . doctor bills and every- 
thing else/' 

Gervais: “He, he snatched the 
whole . . ,, see, didn't let me 

Soule: “Lucky he didn't pull 
your arm off/' 

Also mentioned several : 
times in some of the oilier 
taped conversations were 
Kims, Gallery and some of 
Hie others jointly indicted fol- 
lowing their arrests June 133, i 
1971. . 1 
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Yet anullier meeting between! 
Soule and Gervais at the Fon-! 
tainebleau in late March, 1971, | 
resulted in a conversation impli- 
cating Garrison in the bribery 
conspiracy. 

Following is an excerpt of a 
transcript of that tape: 

Soule: "Yeah, what, in other 
words, what we getting? We 
getting one per month, per bit, 
right?” 

Gervais: “ Right/ 5, 

Soule:. "Got to go for two.” 
Gervais: “Well, well, two ac- 
tually, One thousand a month 
goes to you. . , .” 

Soule: “Yeah.” 

Gervais: “One goes to Gar- 
rison,” 

Soule: “And that’s went for 
two months/ 1 
Gervais: "Yeah, right,” 

Soule: "Well, it’s going to be 
per month.” 

Gervais: “Right, right, 

right.” 

In a meeting April 23, 1971, 
between Gervais and Soule at 
the Fontainebleau, a portion of! 
the discourse was taped as fol- 
lows: 

Soule: “That’s all together, 
one would be for me only. . . * 
“yeah.” 

Gervais: “No, two, one, one 
thousand for you and Frey, 
one thousand for Garrison, 
right? All right. That’s, but 
that carries us all the 
way . , /’ 

Soule: “We don’t want that.” 
Gervais: “Till July the first.” 
Soule: "We don’t want that,”, 
G ervais : “Rut that's you r 
deal with him.” 

Soule: "No, we didn’t make a 
one, one-month deal; the deal! 
was you, one thousand . . * ”■ 
Gervais: “I know, but you 
May the first, right? Take ...” 
Soule: “Take one thousand; 
that's for one month only.” 
Gervais : “Naw, I’d say 

let’s, let’s take it . , . and j 
come hack in a couple of days 
and tell him that it can’t be 
that w a y any more, it’s got to 
be the first of the month and 

the end of the month 

; and also we got to talk to 
! Garrison about that too, see 
■ what he says, you see. He 
don’t push: Garrison’s not 
jj going to push.” 

Soule: “I don’t see, .1 can’t 
\ see how he wants to fool with it 
\ for so low a figure.” 

;■ Gervais: “Well, he takes the 
whole thousand. I don’t get a 
} sou out of iL I'd like to tip it 
because then I could swallow! 
f some.” 
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In an alleged payoff from 
Gervais to Soule at the Fontaine- 
bleau March 3, 1971, the follow- 
ing was taped: 

Gervais: “I wished you was a 
real doctor.” (In earlier testi- 
mony, Soule said he sometimes 
used the alias of “Doctor” in 
telephone conversations with 
Gervais and some of the pinball 
operators.) 

Soule: “Why, you don’t feel 
well?” 

Gervais. “I don’t think— I’m 
about to catch a cold— 
here’s the loot,” 

Soule: “Okay, Very good.” 
Gervis: “I put if in there so 
it’s all there.” 

Soule: “What you got, all 
ones?” 

Gervais: “No, I don’t know, 
check it.” 

Soule: “Fifties.” 

Gervais: “I think it’s all 
fifties.” 

Soule said from the stand that 
the “loot” mentioned on that 
tape was in reference to $1,000 
in SoO bills which Gervais hao 
just handed to him. 

Throughout most of Tuesday’s 
playing of tapes and testimony, 
Garrison sat at his defense ta- 
ble with eyas downward, looking 
somber. 

However, when he first en- 
tered the courtroom at 10 
a. m. he seemed in high spir- 
its. Walking directly to the 
press tabic, he quipped to re- 
porters, “Welcome to ’Life 
Can be Beautiful/ ” 

A tape recorded conversa- 
tion between Soule and Ger- 
vais Jan. 13, 1971, indicated 
that former police SupL Jos- 
eph I, Giarrusso had a con- 
nection with pinball dealers. 
The conversation also dis- 
cu ssed payoffs and pro po sed 
.deals with Boaster!, Nims, Gal- 
lery. Marks and Elms. 

Present Police Supt. Clarence 
: Giarrusso’s name was also men- 
i tinned; but under questioning 
; by U.S. Attorney Gerald J. 
[Gallinghouse, Soule said Clar- 
ence Giarrusso never participat- 
ed in bribery and did not dis- 
courage pinball arrests. 

The conversation leading up 
to the remarks about Joseph 
Giarrusso deals with Soule get- 
ting payoffs from pinball deal- 
ers through Callery. 

Gervais: “Urn. Let’s see. Now 
that, uh, so I had a misunder- 
standing. cause 1 thought that 
Gallery handled, no, matter of 
fact, it ain’t a misunderstand- 
ing, Gallery told me that he 
handled it once or twice but aft- 
er that you handled it yourself, 
direct with the people.” 

Soule: 'No, uh-uh, he’s 
wrong/ 1 


Gervais: “He’s wrong?” 

Soule: “Yeah, cause Nims. I 
sat in the car with Nims anil he 
wanted to give me the money, I 
told him, wait, I said, I’d rath- 
er, 1 said, I know you’re a nice 
fella and all that sort of thing, 
but I know Gallery, I rather do 
business like I always do.” 
Gervais: “I, I could swear 
that Gallery told me he only 
handled it twice/’ 

Soule: “Well, be, uh, he told 
me Gallery, I know that time I 
got It from Nims cause I met 
Nims and spoke with him, he 
did toll me another time, you 
see, when Joe Giarrusso first 
went out, I don't remember, 
Vhen was it? October, Novem- 
ber, somewhere.” 

Gervais: “Something. . 

Soule: “All right. . .” 

Gervais: “That, I know Gal- 
lery his connection there, he 
had a connection with Joe.” 
Soule: “Yeah, right, he was 
with Joe, right.” 

Gervais: “Uh-huh.” 

Soule: "And you know what 
Joe was doing for Frey, with 
Frey, was keeping Frey busy, 
on something else. ” 

Gervais: “Busy with other 
things.” 

Soule: "Had him with the 
Panthers and had his people on 
Bourbon Street, you know/’ 

G e r v a i s: “Yeah, and not 
pushing him for pinbails.” 

Soule: "But right before he 
left out, though, he put Frey out 
there.” 

Gervais: “Be done the Dago 
style.” 

Soule: “The Dago style, 
right.” 

Gervais: “Gonna make some 
cases before be leaves.” 

Soule: “He had about five 
(cases) so Louis (Boasberg) 
got, I think (hey kind of pan- 
I icfced, you know, they warned 
I to know what was going, they 
had no, no pipeline. So Louie 
calls, now, Louie and I, Louie 
knows he can talk with me 
cause 1 work for him. I know 
him Well, I spoke many times 
and I think 1 told yon this/’ 
Gervais: “Yeah.” 

Soule then relates that he 
■ worked for Boasberg in the 
iOlOs and how his father still 
works for Mm. 

And he tells about going on a 
trip to Denver, Colo., with Frey, 
Previously he testified that he 
talked Frey into accepting bribe 
money during that trip. 

Soule: “1 went to Frey and, 
uh, matter of fact, he had the 
trip going up to Denver so I 
arranged for Mm to go, he 
wanted to go on a little trip, so 


then during that time T got to 
talk to him. he said, man, we 
got five, when Joe Giarrusso 
left he told me to, you know, to 
build up a few cases, he said, 
we got five or six, so, I go back 
and, I, I told when, when, when 
I talked to Louis, I said, lock, if 
l have anything I have to do. 
I’ll do through Gallery, it’s been 
going that way, so Louis said J 
okay, fine. I fold Gallery he had 
about six, well, I checked on 
the, and about five of them , 
were TAC’s and so course then 1 
TAG come up with the money 
and, and we, we kind of, I told 
Frey, man, cut the ■ . . things. 
So Frey went to Clarence and 
told him. Clarence didn’t even 
know.” 

Gervais: “Really.* 

. Soule: “You see, no, when, 
when, when. , 

Gervais: “No, he wouldn’t 
know, right?” 

Soule: "When Clarence come 
in, they had already had five or 
six.” 

Gervais: (Unintelligible.) 

Soule: “Clarence was so . « * 
busy, Cl a r on ce ta n gh ed abo u i 
it. I asked him, I said^ 

why, what you told Clarence, 
what Clarence said, he said. 
Clarence Just laughed about 
it, he. he really giggled about 
it, he (laughter) that type of 
thing.” 

Gervais: "Well, what is it, 
what is It, most did he mean, 
did Clarence tell him to go on 
or did Clarence ...” 

Soule: "Clarence didn’t tell 
him a . . . thing, he said, do 
it, handle it the way you been 
doing it, he said, you know, so I 
said, well, you, f said, look, 1 
said, we can get some bread if 
you want to pull off, he says, 
veah, okay, he said, Clarence 
don’t give a , . . ” 

Gervais: “Yeah.” 

Soule: “I think Clarence 
thought that . * . ” 

Gervais: "Yeah,” 

Soule: "The boy got the word 
somewhere down the line.” 

Later on during the conversa- 
tion, Soule and Gervais are 
talking about Boasberg, 

Soule: “This guy’s not too 
sharp you know. I’m scared, 
I’m a little scared of him.” 
Gervais: "Who?” 

Soule: "Louie.” 

Gervais: "Yeah.” 

Soule: "Gallery’s much smart- 
er, he’s been doing this for so 
long.” 

Gervais: “Yeah.” 

In a conversation Dee, 7, 1970, 
Gervais and Soule were discuss- 
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j [ing bribe money Soule testified 

i [previously that the pinball deal- 

^ ers said ’they were having diffi- 

| culty raising funds, 

i Gervais: “But I think yon 
ought to keep Boa sb erg .. + . 

.* honest, you ought to just 
tell him, look, man, that hoy 
Frey, Let's just give me some 
f . * * something to put on 
him. Just to keep him going, 
say that ain't got a ,. .* 
thing to do with the first 11 
Soule: “AH right” 

Gervais: “Just keep him — 
cause I tell you I'm going to 
have a problem with him too, if 
they stay in action — with 
Bo as berg. He's been crying poor 
mouth, he's been wanting to 
meet with me, even had to cut 
his end of the mutual — I don't; 
even know what his end is, you 
know,'* 

Soule: “I don't either, you 
sec, that's the problem, you 
really don't know, why I’m 
going to ted you I do~ know 
when he was making money, he 
was coming up good, he was 
coming up better than any* 
body/ 1 

. Gervais: "Not with me he 
never was*" 

Soule: "Well, I mean you can 
; come up to Aruns Gallery, now 
I don't know how Aruns was 
.cutting the pie, you know, I 
don't know. 1 ' * 

Gervais: “Well, that's another 
problem, see, nobody knew." 

Soule: “You don't know what 
A runs is cutting." 

Gervais: “Don't know what 
he's getting/ 1 

| Sonic : “But I know Aruns 

was telling me the last time 
that he was going to add on a 
little five hundred lor him*” 
During the final conversa- 
tion Gervais had with Soule 
before Soule and the other 
principals in the case were ar- 
rested, Gervais paid him 
51,000 and tried to convince 
him to investigate possibilities 
I of ridding New Orleans of ille- 
gal gambling-type pinball ma- 
chines. 

Gervais said ho had a deal 
with some out-of-town people 
who wanted to bring in some 
new-type pinball machines 
which get a lot of play but were 
not illegal. 

(This was apparently a fic- 
titious story because Gervais 
went into hiding in Canada that | 
same day.) 

Gervais told Soule he wanted! 
him to talk with Frey about 
j cracking down on Illegal ma- 

l chines. 


Soule: "You know I might 
have to go beyond Frey for. let 
me tell you, Frey is, uh, Frey, 
you know, Frey's in there but 
he, he really, Frey don’t know 
everything, he, he knows a hell 
of a lot less than I do about the 
operation of the office/' 

Gervais: “But if we could 
get a commitment from him/* 
Soule: “As far, T'm talking 
about and I'm not saying as 
far as doing police work but I 
mean what’s behind the 
scene, like Landrien, Clarence 
and, uh, Garrison, you know, 
i he don’t know all this/' 
Gervais: “No, of course not/' 
Soule: “And I don't, I don’t; 
tell him.” 

Soule: “You know I didn't tclli 
him what T know about Joe and i 
all* you know/' 

Gervais: “No/’ 

Soule: “Different things like 1 
that. So, so but I, what I know : 
is passed on to Clarence, vou: 
know, and ain't no Use to ‘teli| 
him all that , . ” 

Gervais: “Yeah, But, uh ; . * n j 
Soule: “But, I, I, Joe was 
J getting it, so you automatical- 
ly figure Clarence is getting 
taken care of, you under- 
stand.” i 

Gervais: “Yeah.” S 

Soule: ‘Now, I don't know 
how much he’s getting, but I'm 
sure it M T as a pretty good 
amount and I’m sure Moon Lam 
dr leu's been having someone 
^protect TAG. Jesus, man, they,; 
they come in again and he give; 
them a hundred thousand dol-j 
lars for campaign money/* 

Later in the conversation' 
Soule tells Gena is why he be-J 
Heves Joseph Giarrusso was in- 
volved with pinball dealers. 

Soule: “Let me tell you, be 
tween you and I . . . when I 
first went in there I was getting 
money from New Orleans Nov- 
elty, nothing from TAG, see. I 
vas getting three fifty a month 


Gervais: “From who?” 

Soule: “I was getting three 
, hundred fifty dollars a month 
from New Orleans Novelty, 
you understand?” 

Gervais: “Oh, oh, yeah." 
Soule: “And 1 wasn’t getting 
nothing from TAG.” 

Gervais: “Yeah.” 

JU l Slgi 1 puu-iug 106; 

pressure on TAG, knocking the) 
... out of all his machines, j 
Well, I wanted to find out tori 
myself, Joe didn't tell me; 
looks, TAG'S taking care of me ! 
or this/ ” 

Gervais: “No.” 

Soule: “So I'm going to find : 
. out. So, uh, I was knocking 


the ..... out of them, first 
thing you know, the next day i 
he says* I want all of your 1 
men out in uniform tomor- 
row; Had them tied up for 
two weeks, and some, school 
, or this kind, always find 
something, but they there, or 
look, I want you to work pros- i 
titution, you know* so , . .an- 
other thing loo, I had a couple - 
of guys that 1 had out, you 
know, cadets that were going 
to . ... took them away from 
me, we need them somewhere 
else.” 

Gervais: “He did/' 

Soule: “Sure, He's got plenty 
things at his, at his disposal 
that could tie you up.” 

Later Soule told Gervais what 
it would take to institute an 
effective crackdown on pinball 
machines in order to bring 
about a situation which would 
allow the new-type machines to 
be successful as proposed by 
Gervais. He told Soule they 
would have the distributorship 
on the new machines if the 
i gambling-type were shot down. 1 

Soule: “Cause, well, I mean, 
if Jim wants it, cause all they 
jgot, 1 know how to do it. Clar- 
; ence would give them about six 
or seven, eight kids out of the 
academy. let them go out and 
;make them, make them and run 
| out, get seventy snd eighty at 
one time, he's got to close. You 
can't go out one at a time and 
knock them off like Frey. does, 
you see. Now another, another 
problem he has is with the BA's 
office, after the policy is say. 
say they got people out playing 
the machines and they get pay- 
offs but they don't make the 
arrests, they only give them 
. . , lo days to come back and 
make that arrest, if they let 
them, if thev prolong it they 
say the time is past, you under- 
stand . . . and they won't ac- 
cept the cl large ' # 

S Following his conversation 

with Gervais, Soule testified 
that he met Frey, gave him 
S-SOO and was arrested by fed- 
eral agents. 

The trial resumes at 10 am 
Wednesday with Soule sched- 
uled to be cross-examined by 
defense attorneys. 


